


Passive Participants 
– research was 

conducted on them  

Research Subjects . 

Relatively 
active 

participant 

Research on Children – child as 
informant . 

Active and Competent 
partner : about children 

by children 

Research with Children 
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Researcher sat across the 
child. Child was provided 

paper and 
markers/crayons

Focused on explaining 
the task and what I 

wanted to find out –
conversational style.

Ask the child to draw sad 
or happy face in response 
to a prompt like – what 

do you like about school/ 
home 

Then when the child has 
completed the image – we 

ask the child to 
‘deconstruct’ the picture 

that she has drawn

The child explains the 
picture she has drawn 
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Happy at Home Sad at Home

Positive relationship with mother - e.g. express love for
mother, recall happy memories with mother (11)

Positive relationship with father - e.g. express love for father,
recall happy memories with father (7)

Positive relationships with siblings - e.g. playing with / taking
care of siblings (12)

Mention of family activities at home - e.g. reading together,
playing together, family dinners (9)

Mention of family outings - e.g. playground, pool, mall, hair
salon (10)

Getting scolded by parents (5)

Physically hit by parents (6)

Conflict with siblings (4)
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We need to cross reference 
the images and narratives to 

the other data sources –
demographic interview, 

parent interviews, classroom 
observations and teacher 

interviews. 

It can be tedious and long 
drawn out 

When the sources are 
corroborated, we are 
basically filling in the 
understanding. This 

requires time.

As researchers we want to 
find direct answers – but 

working with children 
requires us to be a little bit 
like Sherlock Holmes – we 
piece the puzzle bit by bit.

The cross –referencing is 
very key – which ahs 

implications for how you 
store your data.
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